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Said R. Hiyya bar Ba, “R. Yohanan cursed the women who spread out 
their clothing [to dry] over the airspace of a schoolhouse.” 


[With reference to M. 3:3/I,] Samuel said, “If one entered a synagogue 
not in order to use it as a shortcut, it is permitted to use it as a 
shortcut.” 


It has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: Synagogues — they do 
not behave with them frivolously. 


One should not go into them on a hot day on account of the heat, 
or on a cold because of the cold, or on a rainy day because of the 
rain. 


They to not eat or drink in them, nor to they sleep in them, nor do 
they take a stroll in them, nor to they derive benefit from them. 


But they read [Scripture] in them, repeat [Mishnah-traditions] in 
them, and expound [biblical lessons] in them [T. Meg. 2:18A-D]. 


R. Joshua b. Levi said, “Synagogues and schoolhouses belong to sages 
and their disciples.” 


R. Hiyya bar Yosé received [guests] in the synagogue [and lodged 
them there]. 


R. Immi instructed the scribes, “If someone comes to you with some 
slight contact with Torah-learning, receive him, his asses, and his 
belongings.” 


[D] R. Berekhiah went to the synagogue in Beisan. He saw someone 
rinsing his hands and his feet in a fountain [in the courtyard of the 
synagogue]. He said to him, “It is forbidden to you [to do this].” 


[E] The next day the man saw [Berekhiah] washing his hands and feet 
in the fountain. 


[F] He said to him, “Rabbi, is it permitted to you, and forbidden to 
me?” 


[G] He said to him, “Yes.” 
[H] He said to him, “Why?” 


[I] He said to him, “Because this is what R. Joshua b. Levi said: 
‘Synagogues and schoolhouses belong to sages and their 
disciples.’” 


